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Section A
Answer question 1.
1

Sociologists accept the idea that age and the process of growing older are linked to both biological
and social processes. The number of people aged 65 and over has risen rapidly in modern
industrial societies and this trend is expected to continue. In many countries, there are now more
older people than children in the population. These changes leading to an ageing population will
have significant implications both for family life and society. As this happens our understanding of
what it means to belong to particular age groups and family relationships will change.
In order to understand the process of growing older, it is necessary to study the social context in
which it occurs. From this perspective age can be seen as a social construction.
(a) What is meant by the term social construction?

[2]

(b) Describe two problems for society of an ageing population.

[4]

(c) Explain why the status of older people may vary between societies.

[8]

(d) Assess the extent to which age is the most significant social division within the family.

[11]

Section B
Answer either question 2 or question 3.
2

Explain and assess the view that in modern industrial societies the nuclear family continues to be
the dominant family type.
[25]

3

Explain and assess the view that in modern industrial societies the family no longer serves the
needs of the economy.
[25]
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